NEMIR A. KIRDAR

Nemir Kirdar is President and Chief Executive Officer of Investcorp, the global investment group, which he founded in 1982, operating out of New York, London and Bahrain.

Mr Kirdar’s banking career started in New York as an executive trainee in the credit department at Allied Bank International in 1969.  Following that, he was assigned as a leading officer to cover South East Asia and Japan.  In 1974, he joined the Chase Manhattan Bank in New York as Vice President.  In 1976, he moved to the Middle East to direct Chase’s activities in the Arabian Gulf.  In 1981, he left Chase to establish Investcorp.  

Investcorp acts as a principal and an intermediary in international investment transactions.  It forms a bridge between those who seek, and those who provide, investment opportunities. During the holding period of corporate investments, Investcorp works with the organisations’ own management teams to unlock potential and create value.  Highly focused in its approach, Investcorp specializes in four lines of business - corporate investment and technology investment in North America and Western Europe, real estate investment in the US and global asset management.  These investment opportunities are offered primarily to institutional and individual clients throughout the Gulf States.

Among his civic activities, Mr Kirdar serves on the Visiting Boards at Harvard, Columbia, Georgetown and Fordham universities.  He also serves on the Advisory Boards of the World Economic Forum in Geneva, the Eisenhower Exchange Fellowship in Philadelphia and the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington D.C.  He is also a member of the International Board of the US/Middle East Project of the Council on Foreign Relations, New York.

Mr Kirdar graduated in Economics from the College of the Pacific in California and holds an MBA from Fordham University in New York. He also completed the Advanced Management Program of the Chase Manhattan Bank and Harvard University’s Senior Management Program.  Mr Kirdar was awarded an honorary Doctor of Laws degree from the University of the Pacific in 1999 and an honorary Doctor of Economics degree from Richmond College, The American University in London, in 2000.

DETAILS OF CURRENT AFFILIATIONS:

-
Member of the Visiting Committee, John F. Kennedy School of Government, 
Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

-
Member of the Board of Visitors, Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service, 
Georgetown University, Washington D.C.

-
Member of the Advisory Board, School of International and Public Affairs,
Columbia University in the City of New York, New York.

-
Member of the Board of International Councillors, Center for Strategic and International Studies, Washington D.C.

-
Member of the Visiting Committee, Graduate School of Business Administration, 
Fordham University, New York.

-
Chairman of the Advisory Council, Center for Contemporary Arab Studies, 
Georgetown University, Washington D.C.

· Member of the Overseers' Committee on University Resources, Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts.
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· Member of the Board of Trustees, 
Eisenhower Exchange Fellowship, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

-
Member of the Board of Advisors, World Economic Forum, Geneva, Switzerland.

· Trustee, Meridian International Center, Washington D.C.

-
Member of the International Board of the US/Middle East Project of the Council on Foreign Relations, New York.

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES

Additionally, Mr Kirdar has supported a number of special educational initiatives.

The Visual & Islamic Arts Program (VITA) of The Prince of Wales Institute of Architecture, London
The VITA Programme was established by HRH The Prince of Wales as part of his Institute of Architecture, which he founded seven years ago.  . The VITA Department at the Institute is the only course in the world that offers the opportunity to learn both the theory and the practice of traditional Islamic arts at a higher education level.  The department is international; it has forged links with many countries including Saudi Arabia, America, India, Turkey, Jordan, Morocco, Spain, Iran and Uzbekistan.  It is in a unique position to research not only the techniques and skills of Islamic traditional arts but also to understand the religious and cultural background that is fundamental to the “flowering” of these arts.   Mr. Kirdar was instrumental in organizing an endownment fund to provide support for VITA’s courses in higher education. 

More information can be found on HRH The Prince of Wales website at:

www.princes-foundation.org/foundation/ed-vita-about.html
John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, Cambridge

Mr. Kirdar was instrumental in establishing Leaders in Development, an Executive Education program at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government.  The program is designed for senior leaders in public affairs from developing, newly industrialized and transitional countries.  This program focuses on the problem-solving, analytic and strategic skills needed to implement major political and economic transitions and institutional change.  Mr Kirdar has also supported the establishment of the King Hussein bin Talal Professorship of Public Leadership Endowment Fund at the Kennedy School and is a member of the Dean’s Council. 

More details on the Leaders in Development program can be found at:
www.execprog.org/programs/lid/lid.htm 
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Graduate School of Business Administration, Fordham University, New York

Mr Kirdar is a member of the International Advisory Board of Fordham’s Graduate School of Business, which provides strategy and direction to the Dean of the Business School on major business and economic issues impacting business school education.   He has been integrally involved in the emergence of the Business School’s international MBA program portfolio which includes a Global Professional MBA program, the Trans-National MBA program and the joint MBA/Masters in International Management Program with Thunderbird.  The Fordham Business School was recently ranked 14th in part-time MBA education by US News and World Report and is amongst the top 50 in terms of Return on Investment of business school education.  It has also been commended by Business Week for its use of Technology in its trans-national MBA program.  

Mr. Kirdar has also supported and is actively involved with the Advanced Lecture Series, which puts students in direct contact with international business experts to enhance their understanding of global business.

More details on Fordham University and the Global Professional MBA Program can be found at : www.bnet.fordham.edu/public/gpmba/html/community.htm
School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA), Columbia University, New York

Mr. Kirdar has supported the establishment of the Investcorp Distinguished Lectureship in International Affairs at the School of International and Public Affairs at Columbia University.  The lecture series will provide the School with a mechanism to invite distinguished international business leaders to speak to students of Columbia University.  Taking this a step further, Mr Kirdar, a member of SIPA’s Advisory Board, has also reiterated his commitment to global studies and public policy education through his annual fellowship support for SIPA students.   The School provides its students with the skills and knowledge to pursue productive careers in government, business, finance, media, not-for-profits, NGOs and international organizations.

More information on the School can be found at: sipa@columbia.edu 

Center for Contemporary Arab Studies (CCAS), Georgetown University, Washington DC

Mr. Kirdar is the Chairman of the CCAS Board of Advisors.  The Center is the only academic institution in the United States devoted solely to the study of the modern Arab world.    He played a major role in the construction of the Center’s new premises which were then dedicated by His Majesty King Abdullah II and Her Majesty Queen Rania of Jordan.  Mr Kirdar has given a number of lectures and participated in conferences and symposia at Georgetown University to highlight the challenges facing the modern Arab world in the age of globalization and what the countries of the Arab world should do to enable them to compete successfully in a global marketplace.  Mr Kirdar is also actively involved with the Edmund Walsh School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University.

The CCAS newsletter which gives detailed information on the Center, together with His Majesty’s visit, can be found at: www.ccasonline.org/events/kingvisit.htm
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